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An innovative contamination-free glove-port

Extract Technology has recently launched an innovative contamination-free glove-port
interface for the company’s renowned Isolator range currently in widespread use
throughout the pharmaceutical and aseptic processing industries.

This new design will help to eradicate contamination hang-up around the operator access
glove/gauntlet and the glazing/window panel, whilst improving operator safety by way of
mechanically clamping the glove to the port.

Traditional isolator glove-port design often creates a trap for powders or cleaning fluids at
the fold where the glove is attached to the outside of the retaining ring mounted on the
window panel. This fold in the glove material can be both difficult to clean and hard to
validate from a cross-contamination perspective.

The design team at Extract Technology, therefore,
has developed a glove-port interface, named the
PharmaPortesrnr renome) - that creates, not one, but
two  powder-tight/liquid-tight  junctions for
mounting the glove into the window panel. The
glove-port that supports the flexible gauntlet
makes a gasket seal to the window panel in the
traditional manner.

To add further security, the glove material itself is
then sandwiched between the window attachment
flange and an internal support ring. This second
seal is so effective in preventing contamination
ingress that Extract engineers are claiming a
breakthrough in Isolator cleanability.

Developed in Huddersfield, UK, the new glove-
port interface provides a number of real user
benefits for both the Isolator user and the Isolator
manufacturer alike.
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“The new injection moulded port is made from GE Plastics UltemO, a polyetherimide
material, offering outstanding high heat resistance, high strength, modulus and broad
chemical resistance. The PharmaPortese=wr revome) design follows the oval shape of the
traditionally machined HDPE port - but is far more compact allowing the operator to get
‘closer in’ to the Isolator. Also, the new injection moulded port represents a big step
forward in ease of glove/gauntlet change out,” said Neil Cocker, Product Manager -
Isolators.

Extract Technology’s traditional
machined HDPE glove-port interface
needed several screw heads to be
removed to access the glove
attachment.  Now, with the highly
accurate snap together moulded
construction, the PharmaPorteatent renoine
needs only two fasteners to achieve the
same degree of glove security.

The real user benefit, however, lies in
the confidence that no APl materials or
contamination can hang up in invisible
or hard to validate areas.

Extract Technology of Huddersfield, UK, manufactures Downflow Booths, Isolators and
Pack-Off Systems for the pharmaceutical industry. Extract Technology is part of the US-
based private investment firm, Insight Equity, which acquired the Walker Group (parent
group of CPS, former owners of Extract) on 5th October 2006.
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For more information or to contact Extract Technology:
Please call Mike Davies on 01484 317001 or e-mail mdavies@extract-technology.com

For more information on this news release submission:
Please call Peter Williamson, Auctor Writing Services on 07725 440246 or 01757 248764
or e-mail auctor@supanet.com
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